Professor Gita Steiner-Khamsi





ITSF 4091, Fall 2008

TA: Christine Harris-van Keuren, Ph.D. student



Mondays, 7:20 – 9:00

Syllabus

Comparative and International Education


Objectives

This course provides an overview of major concepts, methods and current debates in international and comparative education/development studies in education. It is one of the core courses for students in the international and comparative education programs IED or CIE. Besides an emphasis on comparative policy studies (including studies on globalization and policy borrowing/lending), this year’s course addresses South-South cooperation in international educational development as well as comparative studies that analyze teaching and learning in different national contexts. 

Doctoral students in IED/CIE should take the Advanced Seminar: International and Comparative Education, Part 1.

Program

Part 1.

History of Comparative and International Education

Session 1:
September 8

Read:

Noah (1985), Liping (1997), Steiner-Khamsi (2006)

Session 2:
September 15

Read:

Bray (2007), Bray, Adamson & Mason (2007), Carnoy (2006) [including



commentaries to Carnoy’s Presidential Address]

View:

DVD Comparatively Speaking: 50 Years of CIES (2006)

Part 2.

Colonialism, Neo-Colonialism and South-South Cooperation

Session 3:
September 22

Read:

White (1996), Steiner-Khamsi & Quist (2000), Gaines (1993)

Session 4:
September 29

Read:

Heggoy (1984), Tsurumi (1984), Fry (1997), Rafael (1993), Wray (1991)

Session 5:
October 6

Read:

Heyneman (2003), Samoff (1999), Jansen (2005), Alesina & Dollar (2000)

Session 6:
October 13 (Guest-speaker: Michelle Morais da Sá e Silva)

Read:
Morais da Sá e Silva (2008), Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness (2005), EFA FTI Report (2007)

Part 3.
Globalization, Educational Policy Borrowing & Lending

Session 7:
October 20

Read:
Ramirez & Meyer (2002), Suarez (2006), Anderson-Levitt (2003), 

Session 8:
October 27

Read:
Schriewer & Martinez (2004), Steiner-Khamsi & Stolpe (2006), Dolowitz & Marsh (2000)

Part 4.

Comparative Policy Studies

Section 9:
November 3

Read:

Baker & LeTendre (2005): chapters 1, 4, 11.

Session 10:
November 10

Read:

Carnoy (2007)

Session 11:
November 17 (Guest-speaker: Christine Harris-Van Keuren)

Read:

Steiner-Khamsi & Harris-Van Keuren with Silova and Chachkhiani (2008)

Session 12:
November 24: In-class exam

***

No class on December 1 ***

Part 5.

Teaching and Learning: A Crossnational Comparison

Session 13:
December 8

Read:

Benavot (2004), Kamens & Benavot (2006)

Session 14:
December 15

Read:

Tobin, Wu & Davidson (1989), Comments on follow-up book by Tobin et al.

View:

Video-clips on Preschool in Three Cultures

Reading

Session 1:

Noah, Harold J. (1985). Comparative Education. In T. Husén & T. Neville Postlethwaite (eds), The International Encyclopedia of Education. Research and Studies. New York: Pergamon, pp. 869 – 872.

Liping, Bu (1997). International Activism and Comparative Education: Pioneering Efforts of the International Institute of Teachers College, Columbia University. Comparative Education Review, 41/4, pp. 413 – 434.

Steiner-Khamsi, G. (2006). The Development Turn in Comparative Education. European Education, 38 (3), 19-47.

Session 2:

Bray, Mark, Adamson, Bob, & Mason, Mark (2007). Introduction. In M. Bray, B.  Anderson & M. Mason, Comparative Education Research. Approaches and Methods, pp. 1-11. Hong Kong: University of Hong Kong Press, CERC & Springer.

Bray, Mark (2007). Actors and Purposes in Comparative Education. In M. Bray, B.  Anderson & M. Mason, Comparative Education Research. Approaches and Methods, pp. 15-38. Hong Kong: University of Hong Kong Press, CERC & Springer.

Carnoy, M. (2006). Presidential Address: Rethinking the Comparative—and the International. Comparative Education Review, 50 (4), 551-570. Please also read the commentaries to Carnoy’s address written by Arnove, Stromquist, Fox, Levin, Masemann and Epstein and published in the same issue, pp. 551-570.

Session 3:

White, Bob W. (1996). Talk about School: education and the colonial project in French and British Africa (1860 – 1960). Comparative Education, 32/1, 9 – 25.

Steiner-Khamsi, Gita & Quist, Hubert O. (2000). The Politics of Educational Borrowing: Re-Opening the Case of Achimota of British Ghana. Comparative Education Review, 44/3, 272 – 299.

Gaines, Kevin (1993). “Black Americans’ Racial Uplift Ideology as “Civilizing Mission.”” In Amy Kaplan and Donald E. Pease (eds.), Cultures of United States Imperialism. Durham: Duke University Press.

Session 4:

Heggoy, Alf A. (1984). “Colonial Education in Algeria: Assimilation and Reaction.” In Philip G. Altbach and Gail P. Kelly (eds.), Education and the Colonial Experience. New Brunswick: Transaction, pp. 97 – 115.

Tsurumi, E. Patricia (1984). “The Non-Western Colonizer in Asia: Japanese Educational Engineering in Taiwan.” In Philip G. Altbach and Gail P. Kelly (eds.), Education and the Colonial Experience. New Brunswick: Transaction, pp. 55 – 74.

Fry, Howard T. (1997). The Breakdown of the American Democratic Experiment in the Philippines: a historical analysis of a crisis in modernization. Australian Journal of Politics and History, 23, 383 – 402.

Rafael, Vincente L. (1993). “Surveillance and Nationalist Resistance in the U.S. Colonization of the Philippines.” In Amy Kaplan and Donald E. Pease (eds.), Cultures of United States Imperialism. Durham and London: Duke University Press, pp. 185 – 218.

Wray, Harry (1991). Change and Continuity in Modern Japanese Educational History: Allied Occupational Reforms Forty Years Later. Comparative Education Review, 35/3, 447 – 475.

Session 5:

Heyneman, Steven P. (2003). The history and problems in the making of education policy at the World Bank 1960 – 2000. International Journal of Educational Development, 23, 315 – 337.

Samoff, Joel (1999). Education Sector Analysis in Africa: limited national control and even less national ownership. International Journal of Educational Development, 19, 249 – 272.

Jansen, Jonathan D. (2005). Targeting Education: The Politics of Performance and the Prospects of “Education for All.” International Journal of Educational Development, 25, 368-380.

Alesina, Alberto and Dollar, David (2000). Who Gives Foreign Aid to Whom and Why? Journal of Economic Growth, 5, 33-63.

Session 6:

Morais da Sá e Silva, Michelle (2008). South-South Cooperation: Past and Present Conceptualization and Practice. In L. Chisholm & G. Steiner-Khamsi, eds., South-South Cooperation in Education. New York: Teachers College, in press.

Education for All-Fast Track Initiative (EFA-FTI) Secretariat. (2007). Quality education for all children: Meeting the challenge. Annual report 2007. Washington, DC: EFA-FTI Secretariat. 

Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness (2005) can be found on the following website: http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/11/41/34428351.pdf.

Session 7:

Suarez, David (2007). Human Rights and Curricular Policy in Latin America and the Caribbean. Comparative Education Review, 51 (3), pp. 329-352.

Ramirez, Francisco O. & Meyer, John W. (2002). National Curricula: World Models and National Historical Legacies. In M. Caruso & H.-E. Tenorth (eds), Internationalisation. Comparing Educational Systems and Semantics. Frankfurt: Lang, pp. 91 – 107.

Anderson-Levitt, Kathryn (2003). A World Culture of Schooling? In K. Anderson-Levitt (ed.), Local Meaning, Global Schooling. Anthropology and World Culture Theory. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 1 – 26.

Session 8:

Schriewer, Jürgen & Martinez, Carlos (2004). Constructions of Internationality in Education. In G. Steiner-Khamsi (ed.), The Global Politics of Educational Borrowing and Lending (TC Bookstore).

Steiner-Khamsi, Gita & Stolpe, Ines (2006). Going Global: Studying Late Adopters of Traveling Reforms. In Gita Steiner-Khamsi & Ines Stolpe, Educational Import. Local Encounters with Global Forces in Mongolia. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 1-21.

Dolowitz, David P., Marsh, David (2000). Learning from Abroad: The Role of Policy Transfer in Contemporary Policy-Making. Governance: An International Journal of Policy and Administration, 13 (1), 5-24.

Session 9:

Baker, David & Gerald K. LeTendre (2005). National Differences, Global Similarities. Stanford: Stanford University Press (chapters 1, 4, 11). 

Session 10:

Carnoy, M. with Amber K. Gove and J. H. Marshall (2007). Cuba’s Academic Advantage. Why students in Cuba do better in school. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

Session 11:

Steiner-Khamsi, G., Harris-Van Keuren, C. with I. Silova and K. Chachkhiani (2008). Decentralization and Recentralization Reforms: Their Impact on Teacher Salaries in the Caucasus, Central Asia, and Mongolia. UNESCO GMR 2009. Background Paper. Paris: UNESCO GMR. [This study will only be posted on ClassWeb in November when the GMR 2009 will be publicly released].

Session 12:

Review the reading from sessions 1-11.

Session 13:

Benavot, Aaron (2004). A Global Study of Intended Instructional Time and Official School Curricula, 1980-2000. Background Paper for the EFA Global Monitoring Report 2005. Paris: UNESCO.

Kamens, David H., Benavot, Aaron (2006).  World Models of Secondary Education, 1960-2000. In A. Benavot and C. Braslavsky, eds., School Knowledge in Comparative and Historical Perspective. Hong Kong: Comparative Education Research Centre and the University of Hong Kong, pp. 135-154.

Session 14:

Tobin, J. J., Wu, D. Y. H., Davidson, D. (1989). Preschool in Three Cultures. Japan, China, and the United States. New Haven: Yale University Press. Please buy or borrow this book; it’s not posted on ClassWeb. 

Note: Video-clips and excerpts of the follow-up study (not published yet) as well as comment on the follow-up study will be made available to the class.

Assignments and Grading Policy

Your course grade will reflect the weighted average of the following grades:

1.
Reflection Paper on the Field of International and Comparative Education, due date: September 22, 2008, counts: 30%

2.
In-Class Exam (open book), date: November 24, 2008; counts: 40%

3.
Literature Review on Crossnational Comparison in Education, date: December 15, 2008; counts: 30%

Since there is no option of re-writing assignments, you are strongly encouraged to clarify your questions in class. You must closely follow the instructions for the structure of the assignments and you must use the APA style of reference for your bibliographical references.  

Office hours (walk-in, no appointments necessary): Mondays and Tuesdays, 5-6. The office is located in 364/366 Grace Dodge Hall.

There are no Incompletes accepted in this class. An Incomplete will automatically result in a lower course grade, i.e., for example C+ instead of B+. You have a 1-week grade period (late submission) for one assignment only. 

Information for students with disabilities:

Teachers College will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities. Students are encouraged to contact the Office of Access and Services for Individuals with Disabilities for information about registration (166 Thorndike Hall). Services are available only to students who are registered and submit appropriate documentation. As your instructor, I am pleased to discuss specific needs with you as well.

Assignment 1: 
Reflection Paper on the Field of International and Comparative Education

Due date: September 22, counts 30% of the total course grade, 10-15 pages

· View the entire DVD Comparatively Speaking: 50 Years of the Comparative and International Education Society 
· View selectively podcasts recorded for the 2008 CIES conference at TC
· Select 2 CIES presidential addresses of past CIES presidents, published in the journal
Comparative Education Review

· Select 2 texts from sessions 1 or 2 of this class

and write a 10-15 page reflection paper in which you discuss one of the current intellectual debates in the field of international and comparative education. Support your discussion with references to the four texts (2 presidential addresses, 2 texts from sessions 1 or 2) as well as with references to statements made in the video material. 

Structure:

1.
Problem Statement (1-2 pages)

Present the research question of your reflection paper and explain why this question is relevant for the study or practice of international and comparative education research. 

2.
The Debate: ….. versus ….. [label the two divergent positions]  (6-8 pages)

Discuss the debate by making references to statements made in the selected texts or video material.

3.
Conclusions (2-3 pages)

Answer the research question that you introduced at the beginning of your paper and draw your own conclusions from this debate.

4.
Agenda for Further Research (1-2 pages)

Include in your bibliography all the literature that you have referenced in your paper. Very important: you need to use APA style of reference (correct usage of style of references will be graded).

Assignment 2:
In-Class Exam



Date: November 24, 2008; counts: 40%

You will have 90 minutes to answer three questions (7:20 – 8:50). You need to demonstrate with your answers that you have understood the texts, read in class, and have reflected on their relevance for the field of international and comparative education. The three questions cover sessions 1-11 and you may bring your class notes and the class reading with you. Accessing Internet is not permitted during the exam and you must write the exam on a laptop. Please arrange ahead of time with the TC library if you need to borrow a laptop for the exam day. You will be asked to email your exam at 8:50 to me. 

Assignment 3: 
Research Paper on Crossnational Comparison in Education

Due date: December 15, 2008; counts: 30%, length: 10-15 pages

· Select one of the crossnational comparative studies that we have read and discussed in class: Present the research design as well as the main findings and arguments

· Discuss three additional texts that address the topic of your selected study

· Compare the findings of your selected study with those of the other three authors/texts

· Draw conclusions and identify an agenda for further research

Structure:

1.
Problem Statement (1 page)

Present the research question of your paper and explain why this question is relevant for the study or practice of international and comparative education research.

2.
The Crossnational Study of …. [insert topic]  (2-3 pages)

Provide a summary of the crossnational study that you have selected.

3.
Literature Review of ….. [insert topic] (4-7 pages)

Provide summaries of the three additional texts, present strengths and weaknesses of each text, and compare the findings of these three texts with those of your selected crossnational study.

4.
Conclusions (2-3 pages)

Answer the research question that you introduced at the beginning of your paper and draw your own conclusions from these various studies.

5.
Agenda for Further Research (1-2 pages)

Include in your bibliography all the literature that you have referenced in your paper. Very important: you need to use APA style of reference.
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