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Objectives

This seminar examines the relationship between donors and ODA-recipient governments (Official Development Assistance), also referred to as “developing countries.” Against this background of donor-recipient relationship and aid dependency, international agreements and indicators on “aid effectiveness” are discussed and scrutinized. This year’s seminar focuses on “donor logic,” as pursued by a variety of donors: 

· Northern governments (e.g., USAID, DfID, EU, CIDA, etc.)

· Multilateral organizations (World Bank, IDB, ADB, etc. and UN organizations)

· Northern NGOs (Open Society Institute, Ford Foundation, Rockefeller Foundation, etc.)

· Businesses (Gates Foundation, Gap, etc.),

· Celebrities (Ophrah Winfrey, Angelina Jolie, etc.)

· Universities (Teachers College, Earth Institute, Columbia University, etc.) 

that all engage, in one form or the other, in aid. The class also investigates the claim made by South-South cooperation researchers that a stronger collaboration among developing countries is ultimately the only way out from the dependency trap of developing countries.

Active participation of students is indispensable. The students will co-moderate a session in class in which they present their own case study on a donor and also prepare reading (research literature as well as technical reports) on the donor of their choice. Their presentation draws on their case study research in which they analyze the donor logic of a particular type of donor listed above (governments, development banks, UN organizations, NGOs, businesses, celebrities, or universities).

This is a seminar that is both theoretical and applied. Besides reading the literature in the field, we also examine technical reports on donor involvement (produced for ministries of education and typically funded by the development banks or UN organizations) as well as other strategic planning and project documents. 

There are no course prerequisites for taking this seminar, but prior knowledge or experience in development work/studies is necessary to benefit from this seminar. Students from other departments are only admitted if they had previously taken a course in the IED/CIE programs or have had prior experience in development work. 

SCHEDULE

Topic 1:
International Agreements on Aid Effectiveness

Session 1:
September 9

Read: 
EFA-FTI Secretariat (2004), EFA-FTI Secretariat (2008), Paris Declaration 2005 on Aid Effectiveness

Session 2:
September 16

Read:
Samoff (1999), Steiner-Khamsi (2007), Easterly (2002), Steiner-Khamsi and Chachkhiani (2008)

Topic 2:
Northern Governments as Donors (Bilateral and Multilateral Aid)

Session 3:
September 23

Read:
Mkandawire (2001), Alesina & Dollar (2000), 

In addition, examples from development practice on Sector-Wide Approaches (SWAp) in Education, Fiduciary Assessment, Functional Analyses, Mid-Term Budget Framework, Project Appraisals, Education Sector Reviews, Education Sector Strategies, Donor Involvement Analyses, etc. as well as OECD-DAC reports (excerpt will be provided in the second session of class)

Session 4:
September 30

Read:
Examples from Development Practice: relationship between ODA-recipient governments and Northern state donors, presented by students in class

Session 5:
October 7

Read:

Jansen (2005), Cusso & D’Amico (2005), Dale (2005)

Topic 3:
Non-State Donors: Theoretical Explanations

Session 6
October 14

Read:

Pons & van Zanten (2007)

Topic 4:
Northern NGOs and Aid

Session 7:
October 21

Read:
Uvin, Jain & Brown (2000), Najam (2000), Silova (2008), Steiner-Khamsi (2008)

Session 8:
October 28

Read:

Examples from Development Practice: NGO strategies to impact reform in



Developing countries, presented by students in class

Topic 5:
Corporate Social Responsibility Programs, Businesses and Aid

Session 9:
November 4

Read:

Edwards (2008a), LaMarche (2008), Mulgan (2008), Edwards (2008b),



Steiner-Khamsi (2008)

Session 10:
November 11

Read:
Examples from Development Practice: analyses of the Gates Foundation, Ford Foundation, Phelps-Stokes Foundation, etc., presented by students in class

Session 11:
November 18

Read:
Examples from Development Practice: analyses of the Gates Foundation, Ford Foundation, Phelps-Stokes Foundation, etc., presented by students in class

*** no class on November 25 (Thanksgiving week) ***

Topic 6:
Celebrities and Aid

Session 12: 
December 2

Read:
Richey & Ponte (2008); Examples from Development Practice: Goodwill Ambassadors of UNICEF, Ophrah Winfrey, Angelina Jolie, etc. , presented by students in class

Topic 7:
Universities and Aid

Session 13:
December 9

Read:
The CU Earth Institute’s Millennium Development Project (material and presentation prepared by students in class), possibly with guest speakers from MDP 

Topic 8:
South-South Cooperation

Session 14:
December 16

Read:
Chisholm & Steiner-Khamsi (2008)

READING

Session 1:

EFA-FTI Secretariat (2004). Education for All – Fast Track Initiative. Accelerating progress towards quality universal primary education. Washington, DC: EFA-FTI Secretariat.

EFA-FTI Secretariat (2008). Quality Education for All Children: Meeting the Challenged. Annual Report 2007. Washington, DC: EFA-FTI Secretariat.

Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness (2005). Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness. Ownership, Harmonisation, Alignmnet, Results and Mutual Accountability. Paris: High Level Forum, February 28 – March 2, 2005.

Session 2:

Samoff, J. (1999). Education Sector Analysis in Africa: Limited national control and even less national ownership. International Journal of Educational Development, 19, 249-272.

Steiner-Khamsi, G. (2007). International Knowledge Banks and the Production of Educational Crises. European Educational Research Journal, 6 (3), 285-293.

Easterly, W. (2002). The Cartel of Good Intentions. Foreign Policy, 131, 40-49.

Steiner-Khamsi, G. and Chachkhiani, K. (2008). Donor Involvement Analysis in Education Sector Development in Kyrgyzstan: Analyses and recommendations. Bishkek: UNICEF Kyrgyzstan.

Session 3:

Mkandawire, T. (2001). Thinking about developmental states in Africa. Cambridge Journal of Economics, 25, 289-313.

Alesina, A. & Dollar, D. (2000). Who gives foreign aid to whom and why? Journal of Economic Growth, 5, 33-63.

Session 4:

Texts will be distributed by student presenters (1 week in advance).

Session 5:

Jansen, J. (2005). Targeting education: The politics of performance and the prospects of “Education for All.” International Journal of Educational Development, 25, 368-380.

Cusso, R. & D’Amico, S. (2005). From development comparativism to globalization comparativism: towards more normative international education statistics. Comparative Educaiton, 41 (2), 199-216.

Dale, R. (2005). Introductory Article: Globalisation, knowledge economy and comparative education. Comparative Education, 41 (2), 117-149.

Session 6:

Pons, X. & van Zanten, A. (2007). Knowledge circulation, regulation and governance. Literature review (part 6). Louvain: EU Research Project, Knowledge and Policy in Education and Health Sectors (KNOW&POL).

Session 7:

Uvin, P., Jain, P. S. & Brown, L. D. (2000). Think Large and Act Small: Toward a New Paradigm for NGO Scaling Up. World Development, 28 (8), 1409-1419.

Najam, A. (2000). The Four-C’s of Third Sector Government Relations. Cooperation, Confrontation, Complementary, and Co-optation. Nonprofit Management and Leadership, 10 (4), 375-396.

Silova, I. (2008). Championing Open Society: The Education Logic of the Soros Foundation Network. In I. Silova & G. Steiner-Khamsi, eds., How NGOs React: Globalization and Education Reform in the Caucasus, Central Asia and Mongolia, pp. 43-80. Bloomfield: Kumarian Press.

Steiner-Khamsi, G. (2008). Conclusion: Centralist and Donor-Dependent Governments: What’s Left for NGOs to Do? In I. Silova & G. Steiner-Khamsi, eds., How NGOs React: Globalization and Education Reform in the Caucasus, Central Asia and Mongolia, pp. 247-283. Bloomfield: Kumarian Press.

Session 8:

Texts will be distributed by student presenters (1 week in advance).

Session 9:

Edwards, M. (2008a). Philanthrocapitalism: After the goldrush. OpenDemocracy, March 20, 20008. 
LaMarche, G. (2008). Philanthropy for social change: a response to Michael Edwards. OpenDemocracy, April 9, 2008. 

Mulgan, G. (2008). The new philanthropy: power, inequality, democracy. OpenDemocracy, April 10, 2008.

Edwards, M. (2008b). Just Another Emperor? The Myths and Realities of Philanthrocapitalism. New York: Demos.

Steiner-Khamsi, G. (2008). Donor Logic in the Era of Gates, Buffett, and Soros. Current Issues in Comparative Education, 10 (1), 10-15.

Session 10:

Texts will be distributed by student presenters (1 week in advance).

Session 11:

Texts will be distributed by student presenters (1 week in advance).

Session 12:

Richey, L. A. and Ponte, S. (2008). Better (Red)TM than Dead? Celebrities, consumption and

international aid. Third World Quarterly, 29 (4), 711-729.

Additional texts will be distributed by student presenters (1 week in advance).

Session 13:

Texts will be distributed by student presenters (1 week in advance).

Session 14:

Chisholm, L. & Steiner-Khamsi, G. (2008; will be published in the fall), eds., South-South Cooperation in Education. New York: Teachers College Press.

Services

Information for students with disabilities:

Teachers College will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities. Students are encouraged to contact the Office of Access and Services for Individuals with Disabilities for information about registration (166 Thorndike Hall). Services are available only to students who are registered and submit appropriate documentation. As your instructor, I am pleased to discuss specific needs with you as well.

Office hours (walk-in, no appointments necessary): Mondays and Tuesdays, 5-6. The office is located in 364/366 Grace Dodge Hall.

ASSIGNMENTS

The course grade will be based on the following three assignments:

1.
Literature review entitled: “The Changing Role of the State in International Educational Development”

due date: October 7, counts 30% of the course grade.

2.
Case study entitled: “The Donor Logic of …: ….” 

[on the donor logic of a particular type of donor, see bulleted list on page 1 of this syllabus), due date: October 21, counts 40% of the course grade.

3.
Literature entitled “Donor Logic from a Comparative Perspective” 

due date: December 9, counts 30% of the course grade.

There are no Incompletes accepted in this class. An Incomplete will automatically result in a lower course grade, i.e., for example C+ instead of B+. You have a one-week grade period (late submission) for one assignment only.

Since there is no option of re-writing assignments, you are strongly encouraged to clarify your questions in class. You must closely follow the following instructions for the structure of the assignments and you must use the APA style of reference for your bibliographical references.

Structure of Assignments

Assignments 1 and 3 (Literature Reviews)

Length: 10-15 pages, 1.5 line spacing
Select at least seven texts (books, book chapters, journal articles) that closely relate to the topic of the literature review (assignment 1 on the role of the state in international educational development, assignment 3 on donor logic). A few of these seven texts should be from this class and a few self-selected. Please use the following structure.

Title page:
Your name, title of assignment (The Changing Role of the State in International Educational Development: A Review of the Literature for assignment 2, Donor Logic from a Comparative Perspective: A Review of the Literature for assignment 3), course title, date of submission

1.
Research Question (1 page)

Reiterate the research question (given) and develop your own sub-question (needs to be a question ending with a question mark) that helps you to focus your reading/writing. Present the relevance of the research question and your sub-question for international educational development.

2.
Literature Review (5-8 pages)

Provide a review of the 7 texts. Keep in mind that a literature review needs to be descriptive, analytical, and interpretive (written up in this order): 

· Descriptive: summaries of the content of each text

· Analytical: discussion of strengths/weaknesses of the arguments or the methods

· Interpretive: comparison of the various approaches taken by the different authors 

3.
Conclusions (3-4 pages)

Answer the research questions by drawing your conclusions. In other words, present your findings on the research question and sub-question based on your literature review. 

4.
Agenda for Future Research (1-2 pages)

Which interesting aspects did you leave un- or underexplored? 

Bibliography: Include in your bibliography all the literature that you have referenced in your paper. Very important: you need to use APA style of reference.

Assignment 2 (Case Study) 
Length: 12-18 pages text (not including appendices), 1.5 line spacing

Title page:
Your name, title of assignment (The Donor Logic of …: …. A Case Study), course title, date of submission.

Select one donor (representing one of the following types of donors: government, intergovernmental organization, NGO, business, celebrity, university) and do research on that donor. Find at least 3 academic texts that deal with this type of donor (new texts, not covered in the this class) and find at least 5 reports or technical documents on that donor (written by the donor or by others). The title of your research project should be: “The Donor Logic of ….: ….” [insert name of donor and insert the main characteristics of the donor’s logic after the colon].

1.
Background (2-3 pages)

Present the donor’s involvement in aid (general overview of orientation, funding level, target countries and programs).

2.
Strategies and Priorities (5-7)

Explain the strategies and priorities of the donor (as formulated by the donor and also, if available, as observed by others). Provide examples of projects, in which the strategies and priorities are reflected.

3.
Organizational Learning and Changes over Time (2-3)

Analyze whether the strategies and priorities have changed over time, and reflect on the reasons for these possible changes.

4.
….: A Typical …. Donor? (2-3 pages) [for example: “USAID: A Typical Bilateral Donor?”]

Reflect on your case selection: is it an extreme case or a typical case of a donor representing this group of donors? Discuss briefly similarities and differences between the selected donor and other donors that represent the same type of donors. 

5. 
Agenda for Further Research (1-2 pages)

Which interesting aspects did you leave un- or underexplored? 

Bibliography: Include in your bibliography all the literature that you have referenced in your case study. Very important: you need to use APA style of reference.
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